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MESSRS. W. & J. SLOANE'S ORIENTAL 
DEPARTMENT. 

JWIR. C. HOWLAND, buyer of Oriental rugs for 
* " * Messrs. W. & J. Sloane, has lately returned 
from one of his Eastern tours laden with some of the 
roost rare and beautiful of Oriental productions. 

He discovered in Cairo two magnificent tapes- 
tries, both over three hundred years old, which 
decorated the Mosque of Mohamed Ali, whose 
peculiar design and workmanship have hitherto 
baffled the ingenuity of the erudite in such matters 
to say just when and where these embroideries had 
their existence. One measures ten feet by twelve in 
size, the center of which contains an oval panel of 
Turkish embroidery, surrounded by a broad border 
of thickly clustered flowers in extremely high relief, 
over which radiate from the panel rays similar to 
those of the rising sun. The tapestry has a sumptu- 
ous border composed of an embroidered quiver and 
arrow, which are repeated at regular intervals right 
around the border, and are connected by embroider- 
ed cords. Between the centre and the border is a 
perfect mass of floral devices, at one end of which 
is a representation of two Turkish flags, the flags 
themselves being in old pink silk velvet, with the 
crescent and star embroidered in gold thereon. 
There is exhibited an amazing defiance to all knerwn 
canons of decorative art in the extraordinary mixing 
up of religious, or masonic emblems, and natural 
flowers. There is also the representation of a globe, 
with an obscure inscription thereon, the meaning of 
which has not yet been unraveled. 

The other tapestry measures eight by ten feet in 
size, and the general character of the designs on the 
border and field of the panel is the same as those in 
the larger embroidery, but the central oval panel is 
a realistic picture of an Eastern city, shaded by 
palm-trees, the coloring of the panel being extremely 
rich, soft and altogether Oriental. These two 
tapestries are exceedingly unique, and we are safe 
in saying that it would be impossible to duplicate 
them anywhere in the world. The large piece is 
valued at a thousand and the smaller at five hundred 
dollars. The firm has an offer for the larger piece, 
but they refuse to break up the combination between 
two such valuable specimens of Oriental art. 

Another prize is a grand antique carpet such as 
might be used by an Eastern potentate in receiving 
the homage of his vassal chiefs. This carpet 
measures 46 7 by 12 9 feet, and is valued at ten 
thousand dollars. We are sure that this carpet can- 
not be duplicated. The design is thoroughly Per- 
sian, the arabesques with great tenuity of outline be- 
ing spread over the field of the carpet with imagina- 
tive grace. In combination with these flowing arabes- 
ques there is a totally different set of designs 
arranged in panels that appear to lie on the back- 
ground. These various small panels are filled with 
richly designed tree effects, the simply radiating 
branches bearing each at its end a flower that looks 
more like a blazing jewel than a member of the 
vegetable kingdom. 

The ground of all is intensely dark blue, which 
throws into relief the exquisite beauty and extra- 
ordinary flatness of the designs referred to. Of 
course, the carpet has a fine border nearly a foot in 
width running all around it, which is in itself a maze 
of thickly arranged Persian arabesques. 

Still another antique carpet is styled the "Mosque" 
carpet, which in design is two distinct carpets, one 
end being designed as a transverse parallelogram. In 
this upper transverse portion the priest stands in the , 
Mosque, while the ordinary worshipers are allowed 



to stand upon the border of the larger parallelogram. 
This form of carpet is also very popular with East- 
ern potentates, who sit in dignity on the smaller 
design and allow their guests to sit with crossed 
legs around the larger portion, while Nautch girls 
dance in the middle of the carpet. The Orientals 
evidently know what luxury means, and they seem 
to enjoy themselves very well without the assistance 
of railroads and telephones. 

Modern Oriental silk rugs are comparatively plenti- 
ful, but an antique Oriental silk rug is one of the 
moat precious things in the world. An fine specimen 
of this aristocrat of carpets is worth its weight in 
gold. It must be remembered that Eastern poten- 
tates, owing to the great insecurity of property for 
ages in the East, have been accustomed to have their 
valuables in the form of costly rugs and jewels, which 
they hoard away from the profane gaze, only exhib- 
iting them on state occasions. At such times their 
most costly rugs are unrolled with tender care from 
their wrappings, and exhibited to the assembled 
guests as evidence of the wealth of their entertainer. 
The feast being over, the rugs, like the jewels them- 
selves, are carefully packed away until another state 
occasion brings them forth to the light of day. 

A rug of this character is possessed by the firm, 
which, although not larger than five feet by three, is 
yet valued at five thousand dollars. Such rugs 
grow more valuable with age, because the day of 
their manufacture has passed away forever. 

Perhaps the most unique trophy of the Oriental 
department is a Persian tent fourteen feet square, 
seven feet high at the sides, and seventeen feet high 
in the centre. It is the identical tent sent by the 
Shah of Persia to the Paris exhibition, to show what 
the art of the Persian embroiderer was equal to. The 
fabric of the tent is a felted cloth of Turkey red 
covered with a wealth of the most intricate embroid- 
eries. Nothing in the embroidery is appliqued, but 
where it is necessary to employ a different color in 
the design, the substance of the cloth has been 
wholly cut out, and in the aperture so made a piece 
of felt of the same thickness, but of the required 
color is exactly fitted, in the manner of mosaic tiling, 
and deftly stiiched into position. In this way the 
designs throughout are cloth mosaics, and the run- 
ning borders and floral emblems, in silk thread, are 
stitched right through the fabric, showing on the 
other side almost quite as well as on the outside. 
This amazing piece of the embroiderers art evokes 
profound admiration for the taste, skill and extra- 
ordinary patience of the Persian artists of the needle. 
The fabric as a whole is so utterly beyond anything 
that could be produced in a western country, that 
its possessers would have an heirloom of the greatest 
magnificence to any one who possessed the slightest 
feeling for human art and toil. 

To speak of all the carpets collected from India, 
Cashmere, Arabia, Syria, Egypt and Turkey would 
be an endless task. We can only say that the Orien- 
tal department of Messrs. W. & J. Sloane is a treasure 
house of all that is wonderful and beautiful in the 
line of Eastern rugs and embroideries. 



MR. Leopold Levy, the widely known proprietor 
of the extensive carpet, matting and upholstery 
house, No. 133 Canal Street, New Orleans, has made 
a beautiful and novel addition to his magnificent line 
of inrerior decorations in the shape of Moorish fret 
or interlaced "woodwork. This unique and tasty 
ornamentation for parlors, dining-rooms, hallways, 
stairways, etc., consists of spiral moldings of all 
kinds of hardwoods, cut in such a manner as to in- 
terlace or weave in fancy designs of every imaginable 



shape. Mr, Levy has a beautiful specimen in the 
■ doorway of his store, gracefully arching in elaborate 
pattern at the top and extending down from ceiling 
to floor. The exhibition sample, as a work of art, the 
very latest thing in interior decoration, has already 
elicited a great deal of admiration, enhanced by the 
knowledge that the Moorish fretwork can be furnished 
in any color to match the household furniture. 
The cost is comparatively nominal, enabling every 
one to beautify their parlors at small expense. 




ftAR. B. R. BARKLOW, manager of the New 
*"*■ Tork branch of the English firm of Messrs. 
Hoskins & Sewell, Brass and Iron Bedstead Manu- 
facturers, has just returned from a very enjoyable 
and satisfactory trip to Europe. Whilst in England, 
he made arrangements to improve the style and 
make, and to increase the already incomparable 
stock of goods at the wareroom, 16 East 15th Street, 
in order to make sure of being able to execute all 
orders promptly, however extensive ; at the same 
time adding new patterns to their wide and varied 
assortment of designs. Buyers will find there the 
largest -stock, the finest quality, and the cheapest 
Brass and Iron Bedsteads in America. 



/^REPE cloth table-covers are in vogue, embroid- 
V?* ered in tinsel and colors. A square table- 
cover shown by Messrs. Simpson, Crawford & Simp- 
son, of Sixth Avenue and 19th Street, New York, is 
apple-green satin, lined, with pale pink, and painted 
with gold. It is finished with a deep-knotted fringe. 
Another of white China silk is done in blue and 
gold. A lovely Japanese screen painted on silk is 
a rare novelty, and costs only five dollars. In these 
days a pretty and artistic home may be had for very 
little outlay. 



f~\ AK is first in favor in dining-room furnishings. 
^ Dining tables are in German Renaissance and 
Byzantine patterns. Mr. J. S. Gillies, of 25 West 
23rd Street, makes a specialty of dining-room tables. 
He also carries one of the largest and most varied 
lines of rockers in the city, which he sells cheap 
enough to render it possible for all classes of people 
to possess comfortable chairs in accordance with 
their circumstances. 
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She Dego^ajpoi^ and Fu^nishei^. 



WE reproduce herewith one of the latest of Mr. 
J. F. Dout-hitt's painted tapestries, the sub- 
ject of which is entitled " Reading the Love Letter." 
This beautiful tapestry is suitable for the drawing- 
room, and the use of decorations of this kind is, we 



some other decorator will devise a system by which 
the same effects may be produced in a cheaper man- 
ner. This cheapening process degrades decorative 
art, and we are glad to see Mr. Douthitt making a 
stand for high-class decorations, introducing as he 



tapestries, and Mr. Douthitt makes a specialty of 
supplying the wholesale trade with such goods. He 
solicits inspection of his tapestry paintings from 
Western buyers in particular, and extends an invita- 
tion to all such, when visiting New York, to examine 




A Painted Tapestry, by the American School of Art and Tapestry Co., 



i Fifth Avenue, New York. Subject : "The Love Letter. 11 



need not say, a great improvement on any other 
method of interior adornment. 

Amongst decorators generally there is far too much 
attention given to the method, as to how they will 
produce a decorative effect, rather than what they 
ought to produce. For example, no sooner does a 
decorator devise a scheme of interior ornament than 



does, the finest pictorial effects in his hand-painted 
tapestry panels. He believes in reproducing the best 
ideas, not necessarily by a costly process, in prefer- 
ence to following out a cheap process of stencil- 
work, or machine-made paintings of any kind. 

House furnishers and decorators all over the 
country are awakening to the possibilities of painted 



his extensive stock of such decorations, for there is 
money in this business. He believes in educating 
the public to ask for a better quality of decoration 
in the beautifying of the home. He has lately added 
to his tapestry business departments for painting, 
stained-glass, and drapery and upholstery fabrics, 
and undertakes contracts for decorating and furnish- 
ing the best class of houses everywhere. 
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MESSRS. JOSEPH P. McHTTGH & COM- 
PANY. 
MESSRS. Joseph P. McHugh & Company, interior 
Decorators of this city, have just received a 
special consignment of high-class wall papers, of 
which they are the sole agents. Messrs. Woollams 
•<fe Co., take rank as the finest manufacturers of wall 
paper in England. Their work is entirely on special 
lines, and every roll turned out by the firm is of the 
most recherche style. They have quite lately revived 
the manufacture of the gold seal papers that were in 
such high vogue some twenty-five years ago, when 
what was known as the Victorian era in decoration 
was at its zenith. The motives consist chiefly of 
widely scattered diapers of the heraldic type, and the 
designs themselves are executed by one part of the 
leaf or scroll being produced with an embossed sur- 
face, while the other part is in smooth burnished 
gold. These motives are printed or stamped upon 
silk grounds with either gros-grain or moire anti- 
que finish. The identical wall paper that was recently, 
used in decorating some of the state chambers at 
Windsor Castle, by order of the Queen, is shown by 
Mr. McHugh as a specimen of the high art with 
which wall-papers can be produced. The motif is a 
diaper consisting of the heraldic rose of England 
surmounted by an imperial crown, each particular 
motif being over twelve inches in length. The con- 
trast between the burnished surface of the design 
and the other parts that are brought out with gold 
hatching in relief, gives a wonderfully artistic play 
of light and shade. The design is entirely in gold, 
the ground in some cases being of cream satin, and 
in others pale heliotrope satin. This combination 
forme the most sumptuous of wall decorations. In 
other gold seal papers we have the centre of the de- 
vice filled with a design in enamel of various colors 
the coloring in some cases being heliotrope, in others 
pale green, pale blue, etc. The design is sometimes 
reinforced by narrow bands of minute floral scrolls,x 
the bands not being over an inch in width, and all 
produced by the same gold seal process as the other 
, portions of the design. We would advise such of 
our readers as are in search of the beautiful in wall- 
paper effects to visit Mr. McHugh's establishment 
and obtain a view of these magnificent productions. 

The same firm are also showing choice designs 
manufactured by Zuber of Paris. The designs are 
largely Louis XVI. scrolls and festoons. Silk effects 
are most prominent. Reproductions of surah silks 
with corded silk grounds, and embroidered silks of 
every possible variety that the style is capable of 
are shown. Sometimes the ribbon effects introduced 
in to these designs are fringed with a dense line of 
f orget-me-nots in blue, with a most charming effect. 
Many of the papers are in Empire designs with its 
wealth of festoons, vases and rosettes. One magni- 
ficent silk tapestry paper is an exact reproduction of 
silk tapestry that adorned the bed-chamber of Louis 
XVI. The ground of the paper is in Indian red and 
the scrolls take the form of the letter "L." It is a 
delightful paper. A reproduction of the Raeffelle 
tapestries, in 41 different colors, is a marvel of the 
wall paper art. The old tapestry it reproduces is at 
•present in the museum at Lyons. 

A curious Indian red paper is shown in the Zuber 
collection. Both the pattern and the ground are in 
flock, the pattern having two thicknesses coated 
with an almost invisible gloas, which, at various 
angles, throws a pattern into high relief on the 
ground* 

In silk papers the motif known as the Japanese 
Iris is one of the most dainty creations imaginable. 
The colors are tender and beautiful and the ground 
has a translucent effect that gives a great depth of 
vision. So exquisite a paper is well suited for a 
ladies bed chamber or boudoir. A Louis XVI. creation 
in self-tones of citron yellow is another fine produc- 
tion, while still another paper has a Nile green 
ground. 

The French are not far behind the English in the 
manufacture of pressed papers, some being in blue 
and white and some in Rococo style, the enclosure 
of each square tile being beautifully decorated in the 
Louis XVI. scrolls in blues and pinks. Another line 
of papers totally different to tiles are filled with gold 
thread embroidery work. They are stamped papers, 
one example having a design in pale rose on a paille 



gros-grain ground. There is a fine example of beau- 
tiful old Savonnerie tapestry with a floral motive on 
a ground of citron yellow, which once adorned the 
chambers of the Tuilleries. Still another Louis 
XVI. paper has the never-failing bunches of flowers 
adorned with ribbons, the prevailing tones being 
russet green and heliotrope on an ivory ground. A 
fine flat paper has a representation of mouldings 
on either 6ide, the design itself being a naturalistic 
representation of peaches, the wall-paper being a 
tracery of peach blossoms in delicate tones of pink. 

Amongst such a wealth of foreign goods we must 
not forget to mention of some fine domestic manu- 
factures.' The firm carry a finely selected stock of 
the best productions of American manufacturers. 
In the Colonial patterns, which are a specialty of the 
American trade, there is every possible combination 
to satisfy the taste of those who prefer this Ameri- 
can rendering of the classic styles. In flats Japanese 
floral traceries are prominent, the tones of color 
being artistic arrangements in pale contrasts. The 
geranium as a motif is popular with American 
manufacturers, and some very beautiful patterns are 
exhibited. In Venetian embroidered effects, Japanese 
designs and Romanesque effects in American papers 
are worthy of all praise. 

It has seldom been our luck to have investigated 
so choice and beautiful a selection of goods as that 
now carried in stock by the above mentioned firm. 
The selections made, reflect the highest credit on the 
taste and experience of Mr. Joseph P. McHugh, the 
sole director of the energies of the firm, and that 
gentleman is to be congratulated upon the success 
which has attended his efforts. 



A RECENT mail brings one of the most artistic 
booklets in the catalogue line that it has been 
our fortune to see. It is devoted from cover to 
cover, to the description and illustration of rubber 
mats. Out of hundreds of patterns about fifty are 
shown by engravings that are most excellent in taste 
and finish. A feature that at once attracts attention, 
is the color printing, showing the variety of colors 
that may be incorporated with rubber compounds, 
thus making beautiful mosaics, handsome borders 
and designs, and combinations almost without num- 
ber. Special mats adorned with monograms in black 
red and white. Signature mats faithfully copying 
the name of the owner in his own chirography, step 
treads, dentists and barbers' mats, and a host of 
other novelties are here shown. The whole pam- 
phlet bears the impress c of progressiveness and good 
taste. The front cover particularly will catch the 
eye, .as it shows an elegant stairway, every 6tair of 
which bears a fac-simile of an artistic design in stair 
treads. Issued by the New Jersey Car Spring & 
Rubber Co., Jersey City, N. J. 



ANEW style of rosewood desk is shown by Messrs. 
. - R.-J.JIorner & Co., in West 23rd Street, near 
Sixth Avenue. It has an ingeniously constructed 
secret receptacle for private papers and correspond- 
ence of whose existence no one unfamiliar with its 
existence would ever guess. Another surprising 
piece- of furniture appears to be, when closed, a 
rosewood music-rack, in portfolio 6hape, on an 
easel of the same wood. This opens, desk-like, to 
disclose a dressing-table replete with every appliance 
for a lady's toilet, with costly cut glass bottles, 
manicure implements, etc. A plate glass mirror is 
set in the lid. . This age will surely go down to 
posterity as one prolific in clever and artistic con- 
trivances in the art of making home beautiful. 

THE twelfth annual exhibition of the Rochester 
Art Club will be opened at the Chamber of 
Commerce rooms, Rochester Savings Bank Building, 
on Monday evening, May 25th, 1891, and will close 
on Wednesday evening, June 3rd. Duly approved, 
original works in oil, water colors, etchings, and 
black and white will be received at the Chamber of 
Commerce rooms up to Saturday, May 16th, at 2 
o'clock, p. M. The works of non-resident artists must 
be sent on time to be delivered by the specified date 
to Mr. M. W. Rundel, No. 9 West Main street, 
Rochester, who will send them to the hall and return 



them to the owners at the close of the exhibition at 
the expense of the contributors. 



ON April 1st, the Joseph Dixon Crucible Co., of 
Jersey City, N. J., will begin the erection of 
new and handsome offices, three stories high, on a 
newly purchased lot 100x25. They are in the market 
for improved equipments that will increase office 
convenience and generally facilitate their enormous 
and rapidly-growing business. 

Their present offices will be used for factory pur- 
poses, together with a new addition 100x100 four 
stories high. 



LITERARY NOTICES. 

There is a finely illustrated article on the Nicara- 
gua Canal in the April Cosmopolitan. There is a 
birdseye view of the proposed canal, accompanied 
by plans and profiles, and realistic photographs por- 
traying the building of the railroad through the 
swamps of the Isthmus. 

*' The Japanese Theatre " is an article profusely 
illustrated that lends much interest to this otherwise 
valuable issue of the Cosmopolitan. A paper on 
dancing by Elizabeth Bisland is very attractive. 

There is a continuation of the description of 
" Noto, an unexplored corner of Japan " in the 
April number of the Atlantic Monthly. The scenes de- 
scribed are fresh and unhackneyed, and as the writer 
journeys over banks of snow, the relics of a Japanese 
winter, he feels that all around him are picturesque 
scenes, sparkling sunshine and flower scented 
airs. Mr. Percival Lowell must be a man of unusual 
good nature, for he keeps his own discomforts in the 
background, and we do not hear of so much as a 
sprained ankle. Like memory itself, he has the trick 
of winnowing the joys of travel from its discomforts, 
and letting the latter slip unconsciously away. 
"That drive," he says, " with the dust and heat and 
thousand petty annoyances passed with the fact to be 
forgotten, while the snow-hooded mountains, the 
deep blue sky and the smiling fields stay with us, a 
part of ourselves. That drive seems golden as I look 
back upon it, yet how sadly discomforting it was at 
the time." 

"The Manufacturer and Inventor" is the name 
of a high class trade journal, published by Messrs. 
Green, Mc Allen and Fielden, Limited, London. The 
literary contents are of a high quality and the journal 
mu6t prove of immense value to manufacturing in- 
dustries of England. The journal ha6 been four years 
in existence, during which period it has held the posi- 
tion as representative of the trade manufacturers, in- 
ventions, industries and arts of Great Britain and Ire- 
land. The field covered is as wide as the trade of Great . 
Britian itself, and in the number before us there are 
articles on Railroads in China, the McKinley Tariff, 
the Pottery Trade, Cast Iron, Hollow Ware Trades, 
London railroads, the manufacture of varnish, and an 
illustrated department devoted to machinery appli- 
ances, inventions, improvements and so on. Those 
of our readers who have business relations with the 
mother country cannot afford to be without 6uch a 
budget of news and information on manufactures 
and commerce. The annual subscription, post free, 
for any part of the world is $2.50. 

Mr. Lewis F. Day is the author of three works, 
entitled : " The Anatomy of Pattern," " The Plan- 
ning of Ornament," and " The Application of Orna- 
Ornament," which ought to be in the hands of every 
designer or student of design in the United States. 
Mr. Day is well known both in this country and in 
England as one of the ablest of living decorators and 
designers. His decorative schemes exhibit that per- 
fection of form that can only result from the posses- 
sion of three inestimable qualities — namely, a native 
genius for design, a deep study and perfect knowledge 
of the subject, and a perfect development of manipu- 
lative skill. In the two former works Mr. Day has 
analyzed the principles upon which ornament of all 
kinds is based. He has dealt specially with the forms 
of ornament, exhibiting the skeleton lines upon 
which the most beautiful and intricate ornamenta- 
tion is based. In his latest work, entitled : " The 
Application of Ornament," now before us, Mr. Day 
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